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It’s a good place to relax, and it’s also a good
place to catch up on my work. I’m a little
bit behind on my mail right now. But I in-
tend, every chance I get, to go. If I’m not
going to Crawford and I don’t have to give
a speech here on the weekend, I’m going
to go to Camp David.

Federal Spending Limits

Q. Mr. President, some members of your
own party are chafing at the idea of holding
Federal spending increases for——

The President. Yes.
Q. What argument can you make——
The President. Well, I know there’s a lot

of folks that are used to big spending. After
all, the spending increases were very dra-
matic at the end of the last session. And my
answer is, let’s—why don’t we have some fis-
cal sanity in Washington. My budget in-
creases the rate of growth in discretionary
spending by 4 percent. And surely, Congress
will be willing to work with the administra-
tion to bring—to control the appetite by 4
percent.

And I believe when people are willing to
take a hard look at setting priorities in dif-
ferent spending programs, we’ll be able to
meet that target and thereby be able to send
some of the surplus back to the people,
which is an important part about making sure
our economy gets a second wind. And it’s
an important part—and this country has got
to remember, the people up here in this—
have got to remember that this country, in
this country, a lot of folks are paying high
energy bills, and a lot of folks have got a lot
of debt, personal debt. And if we’re wise
about how we spend money in Washington,
we will enable people to have more money
in their own pocket, and that would be wise
economic policy.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:02 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Secretary Abraham’s wife, Jane.
The transcript released by the Office of the Press
Secretary also included the remarks of Secretary
Abraham.

Statement on Relief and
Reconstruction Assistance
for El Salvador
March 2, 2001

I had a good meeting today with El Sal-
vador’s President Francisco Flores. I com-
mended him for the strong leadership he and
his government have shown in the aftermath
of two recent earthquakes that killed and in-
jured thousands of people and left many
more homeless.

The United States responded to these
earthquakes by quickly sending rescue work-
ers and over $16 million in relief assistance
to the people of El Salvador. Today I told
President Flores that the United States has
pledged $52 million in reconstruction assist-
ance to El Salvador this fiscal year, and I
will seek to match or increase that amount
for next year.

In addition, I informed him of the Attor-
ney General’s decision to grant temporary re-
lief from deportation for a period of 18
months for Salvadoran citizens living in the
United States. This will allow them to con-
tinue to work here and to remit some of their
wages back home to support El Salvador’s
recovery efforts.

The recent earthquake in Washington
State brings home to the citizens of our Na-
tion how natural disaster can strike any of
us. And it reminds us of our obligation to
reach out to help those in other nations strug-
gling in the wake of disaster to rebuild their
homes and lives.

Proclamation 7412—National Poison
Prevention Week, 2001
March 2, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
National Poison Prevention Week alerts

Americans to the dangers of accidental child-
hood poisonings and to the measures that
help prevent poisonings. During the 40 years
since the Congress authorized the annual
proclamation of National Poison Prevention
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Week, our Nation has seen a dramatic de-
crease in deaths from childhood poisoning.
In 1962, nearly 450 children died from poi-
soning after they accidentally swallowed
medicines or household chemicals. From
1993 through 1997, an average of 36 children
died each year from poisoning. This dramatic
reduction in poisoning fatalities is a signifi-
cant public health success.

However, the death of even one child from
poisoning should be prevented. According to
the American Association of Poison Control
Centers, more than 1 million children each
year are exposed to potentially poisonous
medicines and household chemicals. The
first line of defense is child-resistant pack-
aging required by the Consumer Product
Safety Commission for many medicines and
household chemicals. But this special pack-
aging is ‘‘child-resistant,’’ not ‘‘child-proof.’’
Therefore, potential poisons must be locked
up away from children. And if a poisoning
occurs, local poison control centers should
be called immediately.

The Poison Prevention Week Council
brings together 35 national organizations to
distribute poison prevention information to
pharmacies, public health departments, and
safety organizations nationwide. National
Poison Prevention Week has been very effec-
tive, but there is more to do. We all should
use and properly re-close child-resistant
packaging, keep poisonous substances locked
up away from children, and keep available
poison control center phone numbers next
to the telephone. These measures can help
prevent tragedies.

To encourage the American people to
learn more about the dangers of accidental
poisonings and to take more preventive
measures, the Congress, by joint resolution
approved September 26, 1961 (75 Stat. 681),
has authorized and requested the President
to issue a proclamation designating the third
week of March each year as ‘‘National Poison
Prevention Week.’’

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim the week beginning
March 18, 2001, as National Poison Preven-
tion Week. I call upon all Americans to ob-
serve this week by participating in appro-
priate ceremonies and activities and by learn-

ing how to prevent accidental poisonings
among children.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this second day of March, in the
year of our Lord two thousand one, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:47 a.m., March 5, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on March 6.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on
International Agreements
March 2, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:)
Pursuant to subsection (b) of the Case-

Zablocki Act, (1 U.S.C. 112b), I hereby trans-
mit a report prepared by the Department of
State concerning international agreements.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Jesse Helms, chairman, Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on Continued
Deployment of United States Forces
to East Timor
March 2, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
On August 25, 2000, President Clinton

provided a report to the Congress regarding
the continued deployment of U.S. Armed
Forces in support of East Timor’s transition
to independence. I am providing this supple-
mental report, consistent with the War Pow-
ers Resolution, to help ensure that the Con-
gress is kept fully informed regarding U.S.
Armed Forces in East Timor.
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